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A SEEMON 

Preached is St. Joiiif's Chuech, Beteoit, 

ON THE 15TEKIKG OF SMAffESlMA SUNDAY, 



B¥ THE REOTOS, 

THE KEV. WILLIAM E. ARAIITAGE. 
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This Sermon is prrated, at the request of some who heai'd it, who 
have so urgGd the possibility of its helping the good cause a little, 
that the wiiter could not well i-efuse to listen to the motives aud the 
hope witli wliieli it ivas preached, m tlic ordinary coiu-se of his 
duties. 
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SERMON. 



"Seekeet thou great rh lugs for thjselt? Siiek tliora noi," — JmiEMiAH 45 : 5. 

'ftiosE were dark days in whieli Barucb, the son of 
Nerlah, received this word from the Ixjrd by the month 
of Jeremiah the prophet. It was the fifth year of Jehoia- 
kim, king of Jadah, who had come to the throne as the 
vassal of the king of Egypt, when the land was but the 
battle-ground of the Egyptians and Chaldeans. The 
people were divided. Having lost their independence, 
they could Lot agree in the choice of masters, and thei'e- 
fore were preyed upon by their powerful neighbors in turn. 
Amid all the miseries from these causes, the few servants 
of the IjOrd among them were grieved and weai'ied by 
the genera] apostasy. They saw the I^rd's hand in the 
judgments which had come upon' them ; and they believed 
that the Lord would deliver them, if the blended people 
could be brought to turn to Him again. With what hope 
must Jeremiah have heai'd the command to " write in the 
roll of a book all the words that had been spoken against 
Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations ;" 
when it was added, "it may be that the house of Judah 
will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them ; 
that they may return every man from his evil way ; that 
I may forgive their iniquity and their sin." With what 
alacrity did he call Barach, his scribe, to wiite irom his 
mouth all that the Lord had spoken, and send him to read 
it in the ears of all the people. On a fast day, when the 
Temple was thronged, Barucb stood at the entry of the 
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new gate, and read the roJl. He was called to read it the 
second time before all the princes, who seemed to be 
moved by it. But knowing the king's temper, they coun- 
seled him and his master to hide themselves^ before he 
received it at their hands. And it was well that they 
were hidden, for Jehoiakim, as the roll was read to him, 
cut off piece after piece and cast it into the fire that was 
on the hearth ; and when it was all consumed, commanded 
his officers to " take Baruch the scribe, and Jeremiah the 
prophet," designing instant revenge. 

And now in this danger and confinement the characters 
of the two men were disclosed. Both stood in the same 
condemnation, to the king ; both were servants of God ; 
both grieved over the nation's apostasy, and prayed for 
revival and deliverance ; both had expected much, or 
rather had hopexl for much, from the reading of the roll; 
and now both were disappointed. But while Jeremiah 
was patient, and willing to suffer for the cause of God 
and his country, since that was required of him, Baruch 
was crying " Woe is me now ! for the Ijokd hath added 
grief to my sorrow ; I fainted in ray sighing, and I find no 
rest," It was not from difference of natural tempera, 
ment merely ; but while Jeremiah forgot himself, had 
worked and hoped for God and his country, and not for 
himself, Baruch had been seeking for himself great things. 
He had been ready enough to write and to read the roll ; 
eager in looking foi'ward to the revival which it seemed to 
promise ; but he had never lost sight of himself in it all. 
He had hoped to play some chief part, to better his own 
fortunes. And so the disappointment, which his master 
felt as a patriot and a servant of God, was to him personal 
and selfish. Jeremiah had the comfort that such was the 
LoEd's will, and he could bear patiently. Baruch fretted 
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and pined, because there was no comfort in expecting 
great things, and then being forced to hide himself to save 
his hfe. The Lord's message to him was, in effect, While 
thy conntiy is in ruin, seekest thon great things for thy- 
self? Seek them not. I will bring evil npon all flesh. 
In the coming days great things will be nothing worth. I 
will give thee thy life in all places whither thon goest, and 
thou shall often have cause for joy that even so much is 
sure to thee. 

Are not our days, my brethren, like that fifth year of 
Jehoiakim, king of Judah ? Days of national distress, in 
which national existence is in peril ? Worse than foreign 
invasion is the domestic treason which has brought us into 
civil war ; and I do not know that the miseries of that 
ancient people were more or greater than our own, past 
and present and to come. And many a righteous soul 
among us must have some degree of Jeremiah's feeling for 
our country, I suppose that, then, the Chaldean and 
i^ptian parties in Jerusalem were busy in mutual recrim- 
inations, exposures, denunciations, tracing to one another 
all the common woes, and using falsehood when ti'uth 
would not serve the turn. But Jeremiah went below all 
such causes to their root in the people's forgetfnlnees of 
God. All his efforts and prayera, as well as his inspired 
acts and words, were aimed at arousing them to their 
peril from that cause. It grieved him, it vexed his soul, 
that the nation's conscience was dead, and that the Lord's 
offera were spurned or unheeded. And this should be the 
Christian patriot's attitude now in this country. Every 
man who believes in God and loves his country, for that 
country's sake should be a better servant of God than he 
has ever been. It is a cheap and easy patriotism to talk ; 
it is a time for every one to do. And no man, woman, or 
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child, ia without opportunity of doing, if we will keep the 
prophet's example in mind. "Whoever is called to serve 
in the field, or in any sphere of administration, let him do 
it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men ; seeking, by 
Christian fidelity, to gain God's ble^ing on the work. If 
no such charge is laid upon ua, we may find something to 
do at home for the good cause, perhajK ia the cai'e of our 
soldiers or their famili^. But, whatever it be, let it be 
done, not grudgingly, or of necessity, for GrOD loveth a 
cheerful giver to country as well as to Himself. But, if 
we can do nothing else, we can give to our cause the help 
of prayeis and efforts for holy living. Every man who 
adds himself to the number of daily intercessors with 
God for the removal of His judgments from us; of those 
whose conscientious living lessens so much the general cor- 
ruption, wins back so much of the Divine favor ; of those 
who feel with their whole souls that all our evils flow from 
forgetfuhiess of God, and so look beyond all means and 
policy to that return and zeal which should control means 
and policy — every man who adds himself to the number 
of real, living, working, praying, consistent Christians, and 
does all he can to make ours a Christian land, is therein a 
patriot. "Who, do you think, did the most for Judah, in 
the days of Jeremiah ? Who was doing the most, when 
Baruch and he lay hidden? You heard in the first lesson 
to-night, (Jeremiah 36 ; IJ., 12,) the names of the princes 
and great men of the time. You can conceive of their 
efforts to save the country— but was not the hidden 
prophet, day by day appealing to the Lord, interceding, 
imploring, confessing, accomplishing more than they all? 
We must learn, my brethren, to see God in our history ; 
the forsaking of God in our corruptions ; the punishment 
of God in our feaiful war ; the need of return to God, of 
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the awakening of the nation's conscience towai'ds God, as 
the sole hope of peace and lasting union. And, therefore, 
we ought all to be zealous in these times, for the increase 
of the Saviour's confessed disciples among us. Besides all 
other pleaders, your country now takes up the Gospel call 
to the life of repentance and faith. She cries to every 
one of us. Be a Christian in a]I earnestness of heart and 
soul, and though you he hidden from the pubhc eye, you 
may have powei' with God, and do for me more than 
many a man whose name is ringing through the land. 
Would to God, that these days were writing in His book, 
the names of some of us, as helpers of our country, wield- 
ing the prophet's sacred and powerful weapons ! 

Such, belovedj is the lesson of Jeremiah's patriotism. 
And now we must notice that flaw in his companion, 
which forbids us to join them in the same praise. Bamch 
may have shared his master's convictions, and even his 
prayers and intercessions ; but all the while he was seek- 
ing great tilings for himself. He hoped much, and desired 
much for his country, but no less that return of her pros- 
perity would bear himself to honors, I am afraid that 
there are more Barnchs than Jeremiahs among us now. 
When the war began, the first enthusiasm called forth 
many instances of real self-sacrificing patriotism ; which 
was content to leave home and fair prospects, and serve in 
the ranks, not even pausing to ask for office. And there 
has been more of this good spirit, I think, among the pri. 
vates of our army, than among the officers, whose self- 
seeking, in too many instances, has done great harm by 
putting unfit men in posts of responsibility. Seeking 
great things for themselves, they have found very small 
things for themselves and their country. Presumptuous 
ambition carried them straight on to failure and contempt. 
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Eot time, and military discipline, will correct these evils in 
our army, in a measure at least ; but let us ask of God 
that He will mercifully avert from om* loved ones in the 
fleld all evil consequences from the incapacity, still 
unexposed. 

Bat leaving the Baruchs of the army, let us look at 
those nearer home. We have had to bear the reproach of 
a people greedy of gain ; and though some of those cast- 
ing this stone live in very brittle houses, we have had to 
conf^s that the reproach was deserved. The only " great 
thing" we seem to have eai-ed for has been wealth, every 
other prize, even public office and power, being no more 
than a means to obtain it. We knew all this, but we could 
hardly have realized the thorough possession of ua by this 
evil spirit, until the wai' revealed it. We had learned to 
laugh about patriotism, and the fourth of July, and so on, 
which was a bad sign for us. But, I think, that we would 
have espected that the danger of the overthrow of our 
union and constitution, would have disclosed real patriot- 
ism, and set self-sacrifice ibr its sake very generally in the 
place of the greed of gain. The worst revelation of the 
war, the proof and the worst symptom of our coiTuption, 
has been, that our danger has done no such thing. On 
the other hand, the war has been almost welcomed as a 
golden opportunity of gain. Business prospects were 
rather dull at first, except to the few who wei'e placed in 
sight of immediate profits from the government's necessi- 
ties. But as those became more definite, and more public, 
the clouds lifted. The many saw avenues to profit open- 
ing before them, and lushed, at once, to secure their 
chances. Within the limits of integrity, we have no fault 
to find with this eagerness of trade. It was legitimate and 
right, that the war should do us all possible good, to atone 
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somewhat for its far surpassing evils. But C) wliere was 
the love of country among ns ? What had become of 
honor, of integrity, of common honesty, when the greed of 
gain could drive American citizens to cheat, and pinnder, 
and he, as we have heard from day to day ? What 
treachery, what inhumanity, what depravity, what willing- 
nesa for even murder, must fraud and sellsshness hide 
within them — if they would strip our soldiers to the win- 
ter by clothing them in I'otten fabrics ; if they would 
send our troops to dangerous coasts in vessels condemned 
for the navigation of quiet rivei"s; if they would put 
stores of water, on which many Kves depend, iu casks 
which would min it for use ; if in arms, in ammunition, 
in means of transpoi-t, in horees, in food, in clothing, 
in everything which our army touches or needs, they 
would sacrifice comfort, health, life, sucee^, country, all 
to their paltry gains. It is on recoi'd for all future 
time and for the judgment day, that when our country was 
in extreme peril, when thousands of her sons rose in her 
defence, there were found among us men so selfish, so he- 
sotted in selfishness, as to seek great things for themselves 
at the expense of fearful immeasurable injury to hundreds 
and thousands, and perhaps to our cause. I know not^ 
my brethren, whether any of you have had part in this 
iniquity. I do not, and cannot suspect yon of it. Had I 
suspected any one of you, as your pastor set here to watch 
for your souls, I should have implored you, privately, as 
now pubhcly, to touch not a single farthing of such ill-got 
ten gmns. They will never profit one hand that has 
gathered them. Men may hug themselves for their sharp- 
ness, and heap up the treasure wrung from their country 
and her citizens by fraud ; but the canker of the Lord's 
came is on every coin, and will cling to them in its 
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spending. Better ii thousand times be their prey, a 
wronged and shivering soldier beanng the added hard- 
ships of their wickedness, than one of them— rich, if such 
possessions be riches, bnt in the Loed's sight thieves and 
robbers, to be condemned forever, unless with penitence 
towards Him, they restore the wages of iniquity. 

But I did not choose my subject only to add my 
denunciations of public corruption to those which have 
been heard from all sides. We have passed beyond 
Baruch in the scale of selfseeking. He was not so bad. as 
the men we have been compelled to notice. And so, re- 
calling nothing that has been said, lest thei'e may have 
been some unsuspected need of hearing the truth spoken 
of the worst offenders, let us consider how near we all are 
to Baruch's danger in this crisis of our coimtry. He was 
a patriot, but with the alloy of selfishness ; and Judah 
then needed pure and unselfish patriotism. And this is 
our need now — unselfish patriotism— the love of oar coun- 
try, in whatever lot of life we are, without seeking great 
things, or anything, for ourselves. I know how rare disin- 
terestedness is, how almost wild it seems to expect it in 
these days, but, aa a minister of Christ, I must press it 
upon you, my people, as a need and a duty, whatever be 
the spirit of the times. You need not follow the multi- 
tude ; you may be honorable exceptions, if you will. This 
is no time for men to be seeking great things, when all is 
in danger which would give value to any of them. Our 
country should have all our help, of whatever kind ; and 
we are unworthy citizens if we withhold it until we can 
sell it to her. Your own fortune may not be growing just 
now ; you may feel your business depressed by the war. 
Well, then, there begins your opportunity for patriotism. 
Consider it a sacrifice required of you, fike Jeremiah's 
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forced concealment, and bear it patiently, as he did. 
Many are disposed to murmur and grumble ; many more 
to find fault with the administration of affairs ; many are 
keepmg'up the wretched party-spirit which has brought 
our woes upon us ; but all this should have come to an 
end long ago. The war is upon us. We cannot help our- 
selves. To make the best of it, to contribute all we can 
to unanimity, is surely the wise course. Let us count it 
unmanly to be selfishly complaining, when we are all suf- 
fering as a nation. And this may shield you from the 
temptation, which may come in this state of dissatisfaction 
and depression, " to make money out of the govern- 
ment." Now, my brethren, we have admitted that an 
opportunity of supplying some of the government's neces- 
sities may be a legitimate piece of business. But I beseech 
you, not doubting you, but fearing the power of prevailing 
sophistries, not to give a shadow of approval to any entei^ 
prise, which in the slightest degree takes advantage of the 
government's necessities. Beware of the lightest influence 
of the notion, that it is right for you to charge the govern- 
ment more than yon dare to charge your fellow-merchants. 
Some of you may think that I had better let business 
alone ; but it is right for me to urge upon you, now, that 
the country should be favored instead of overcharged, by 
her citizens. It is high time that the principle should be 
estabhshed among us, that they should give to the country, 
instead of making her give to them. The tone of pnbUc 
morals should be elevated, until, wild as the hope may be, 
men will seek public contracts when they can save for the 
government, instead of looking on them as fine chances 
for themselves. 

You may urge two thoughts against me. The first is, 
that, in the present corruption, such patriotic unselfishness 
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like Him who "pleased not Ilimaelf;" who spared Him- 
self no toil, no shame, no pang for your redemption. And 
every act of self-denial, every sacrifice, every generous, 
unselfish, loving word or deed, shall bring you a reward 
in His future kingdom from our dear Loed, a thousand 
fold more precious than all the great thin gs which now 
allure your seekiug. 
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